BEFORE THE NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COVM SSI ON

In the Matter of the Conm ssion, ) Application No. NG 0028/ PI-97
on its own notion, seeking to )
i nvestigate and adopt policies )
for adm ni stration of Consuner ) ORDER OPENI NG DOCKET AND
Choi ce Progranms offered by )  REQUESTI NG WRI TTEN COWVMENTS
Jurisdictional Uilities for )
natural gas service in Nebraska. )

)

Ent ered: June 14, 2005
BY THE COVM SSI ON:
OPI NI ON A ND FI NDI NGS

The Nebraska Public Service Comm ssion (Comm ssion) hereby
opens the above-captioned docket, on its own notion, to
investigate and adopt policies for admnistration of Consuner
Choi ce Prograns offered by Jurisdictional Utilities for natura
gas service in Nebraska.

A consuner choice program is a program offered by a
jurisdictional utility that allows ratepayers, other than high-
vol une ratepayers, to purchase their gas supplies from a person
other than the local gas utility.

| ssues to be explored by the Comm ssion include but are not
l[imted to the foll ow ng:

1. Adoption of a standard code of conduct for jurisdictiona
utilities seeking to offer consunmer choice prograns, using
Ki nder Morgan, Inc.’s Code of Conduct in its Nebraska Gas
Tariff, General Terns and Conditions, Item No. 38, for
pur poses of di scussion;

2. Production of educational information by the Comm ssion for
consuners regarding consunmer choice progranms, such as
panphl ets and website materials, using exanples collected
by Comm ssion staff from other states for purposes of dis-
cussion, available for interested parties to review via
| nt er net l'inks on t he Comm ssion’ s website at
WWW. psc. st at e. ne. us;

3. Annual reporting requirenents for jurisdictional utilities
that offer consunmer choice prograns and conpetitive natura
gas providers that participate in consunmer choice prograns,
including, but not limted to, custonmer take rates for each
supplier, the default rate, information on range of rates
and offerings available from each supplier during a con-
suner choi ce program sel ecti on peri od;
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4. Whether and how to calculate historic cost conparisons
anong the suppliers for the benefit of consuners and the
Comm ssi on; and

5. Auditing of consunmer choice prograns, including, but not
l[imted to, auditing costs of admnistration of a consuner
choice programby a jurisdictional utility.

This docket 1is not intended to explore whether the
Comm ssion ought to require all jurisdictional wutilities to
of fer custoner choice progranms. |If that issue is considered, it

shoul d be evaluated in a separate proceedi ng.

The Conmm ssion requests witten coment from all interested
parties on issues related to consunmer choice prograns for
natural gas service in Nebraska on or before August 15, 2005, at
5:00 ppm Al parties filing comrents should file one original
five paper copies and one electronic copy in M5 Wrd format.

A public workshop is hereby scheduled for Septenber 13,
2005, at 1:30 p.m CST in the Commssion Library, 300 The
Atrium 1200 N Street, Lincoln, Nebraska to review the comrents
submtted and discuss further issues related to consumer choice
progr ans.

A public hearing will be scheduled for a date to be
determined to allow all interested parties an opportunity to
address the issues outlined herein.

ORDER

| T IS THEREFORE ORDERED by the Nebraska Public Service Com
m ssion that the above-captioned docket be, and it is hereby,
opened to investigate and adopt policies for admnistration of
Consuner Choice Prograns offered by Jurisdictional Uilities.

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that interested parties submt
witten comments on the issues outlined herein on or before 5:00
p.m on August 15, 2005. Al parties submtting coments should
provide one original and five paper copies and one electronic
copy in a M5 Wrd format on a disk/CD or sent via emil to
angel a. nel ton@sc. ne. gov and rose. pri ce@sc. ne. gov.

IT IS FINALLY ORDERED that a public workshop is schedul ed
for Septenmber 13, 2005, at 1:30 p.m CST in the Conmm ssion
Li brary, 300 The Atrium 1200 N Street, Lincoln, Nebraska to
review the comrents submtted and di scuss further issues related
to consuner choi ce prograns.
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MADE AND ENTERED at Lincoln, Nebraska, this 14th day of
June, 2005.
NEBRASKA PUBLI C SERVI CE COVM SSI ON

COWM SSI ONERS CONCURRI NG
Chai r man

ATTEST:

Executi ve Director



